SOMEWHERE
IN BETWEEN

RENA SALIBA

Somewhere in berween hﬂ.ving time
and living life, we were sudden]}-‘
expec[ed to have it all fxigured out.
The tone shifted from curiosity to
urgency and whether you fele readv or
not no longer nuttered

Somewhere in between, “What do you
want to be when you grow up?” and
“Whar do vou me on domb " mdjor
ultimatums were formed, and vou've
pmbdb]y felc it \14}1}6 not all ar
once..‘maybe not all the time... bur it’s
there, and you feel it.

Somewhere in the
expecrations we set for ourselves and
the silent comparisons we make, the
thought of h;lving ic all pl;mned out
starcs to feel persistent. At first, it
doesn’t feel Uverwhe]ming, instead it

1'}t’ tween

feels... early.
While you're somewhere in berween
figuring out cthings for vyourself,

peuale start questlomnb vou about
your future as if it’s somethmb you
are meant to have already figured out.
And it isn't the fact that vou don't

think aboutr the furture, its abourt

ljt'iﬂg ‘dSl{t‘d to dt‘f‘i‘ﬂﬂ t'\r'el"}' 115}'}(‘([ O["

it before even gerring the chance to
exp]ore it. Sluw]}: doubt starts to
build up, and you often find
yuurselves wondering whether you're
;lll'lled}' behind everyone else.

“Are you staying here or are you
pl:mning on le:wing us?” is a question
that breaks me everyrime.”

—Jeya Geabeu (Grade 10)

“Have you chosen what you plan on

dums1 is one of the most asked
questions I get.”

—\Xfend)_f Sleiman (Grade 10)
Somewhere in between, everything

gt’tﬁ louder d]’ld suddenlv it dl] starts
ro matter. (jl"‘ldﬁh srarc feelms_,
ht‘ﬁ\’it‘l‘, SChEdUlt‘S Flll UP f'ﬂt’-[t‘l’, andc
Eht’ idt"c\ OF d FUEUI'E ;1}'1(‘.’21(_'1 no 101]%(‘.‘1‘
ft‘t‘lﬁ 2113‘%[1‘2.1(.‘]: [ﬂ\‘tt'lld it starts to fﬁ't’]
]il{ﬁ \Omt‘[}’llﬂL \"OLl‘lE {"OI'LGCI to
LOH\[JHE]\ \V()II—C EO\VJLd\ desplte not
{'t‘ﬁllnb readv

“It all ]uet feels extreme]}-‘
oven\helmmg

—Chafic Chebat (IB year 1)

And it's not a]wa}’s about cthe
workload, but sometimes it's about

the meaning behind ir all.

— BY THE STUDENTS FOR THE STUDENTS

INSIDER

When every assignment begins ro
feel like it )f()u'l‘e left
wondering “when will | ever figure
out who 1 tru]y am?”

“I feel forced to keep up with it all
despi[e wanting to f‘igure out who 1
am and whar [ want.”

—Elie El Rahi (IB year 1)

counts,

And when you're somewhere in
between processing it all, you']] find
\-'ours‘elf in senior year where
evewthmg suddenl)‘ feels
1mmedmte The final year, the final

decmmns, []le ﬁ)rms, [1’1(‘.‘ dead]ines.

Ther all
question,
may seem like
figured ourt,cheir
more complicated.

lead to
Though it
have it all
are far

seem to
“what’s next?”
they
ANSWETS

one

Because in rehllil:\' beinb expecmd
to be res.d\' does not JLEUJH\ mean
you should feel re ddV

f you don’t have it all Figured our,
you're not behind, you're still
pmcessing ever_v[hing jus[ like
everyone else— whether they admit
it Or Nnot.

So while you're wal]\mg down thart
road, rake a moment and remind
J\-'ourself, mayhe I'm not behind,
ms.ybe I'm just somewhere in
berween.”
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As the school vear begins to wind down with
less than two months left there’s still so much
to look forward ro ar Lwis AIS!

First, get 1'L'ud)' for International Day,
we'll be L‘L'lch]‘:ll'ing the incredible Lli\'m.\‘it_\ of

\\'hL"I'L'

. 1'1 ance to
and

our school community. It's a

appreciate different cultures, traditions,

backgrounds that make Lwis AIS so unique.

We also have STEAM Day on this issues release
their

“Pisr,

will
the

It’s an exciting opportunity to

d‘.ill_' \\o’hl."l'(_‘ SEL'[(ICI'IES 'P]'L'.\L‘]]I

scientific projects under theme
Present, Furure.”
cxph:rc innovation, creativity, and how ideas

evolve over time.

And of course, one of the most anticipated
events of the year: Sports Day, taking place ac
Fouad Chehab Stadium! E\p(.i.l a day full of
energy, games, and plenty of food LICEI“[[L]_\
something you won't want to miss. show up and
\u}’lﬁl‘l t our 2(”? o1 1Liu 'll.]r‘f._‘7 (_1 ass.

Even though the vear is almost over, these
events are the |‘IL‘I‘[‘CCL way Lo finish strong and
make IzlsLing memories!

So mark vour calendars and let’s remember the
scholar vear of 2025/2026 as an unforgetable
VAT

BIG

NEWS FOR THE NEWS

Exciting news from The Insider! Our school
newspaper is going digituL We're
\,\'m‘king on ]uuﬂching our very own website,

currently

where all of our issues will be available for vou
to read anytime,
To make a QR code will
soon be displayed on our school newspaper
bulletin board just scan it and vyoull be
instantly connected to our latest content.

We're excited to take this next step and bring
The Insider to you in a more modern and
accessible way. Stav runed!

anywhere.
ACCess even L':ISiL"l"
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A NATION OF WHAT’S NEXT

BY JEYA GEAGEA

For so long, we were a nation of whart ifs. Whart if the next strike hit too
close to home? Whart if the roads closed, the lights went out, and with
them any hope of a furure? Whart if this homeland, ah‘ead}_-‘ burdened b_v
crisis, could not bear another wound?

Now, a ceasefire has arrived, and wich it, a different question arises:
What's next?

Many of Lebanon’s wounds were not inevitable, but the result of
choices repeatedly made by our government, and consequences
repc‘atedl}_-‘ avoided.

A few d:{ys ago, the decision for a ceasefire was made after a bactle that
seemed as though it would only end wich the destruction of one of the
sides.

Is a Simple ceasefire c‘nough? When will we stop waiting for temporary
solutions to recurring problems?

The intermission t:l](ing pl:}.ce 1s
covered by a thick blanket of
silence. We wonder whether it will
hold «ill morning, but even f‘ragile
silence is precious to those who have
lived beneath the sound of fear for
far too long.

Lebanon has always known how to
survive. Our peop16 rebuild shops
before the smoke clears, families
g:l[her around tables while
uncertainry still wairts ourside the
door, and students return rto
classrooms carrying both books and
burdens. We continue because we
must, !:hough necessity is a cruel
reason to endure.

What's mnext cannot be another
secason of s'peeches with no reform.
It cannot be leaders tmding blame.
Whart's next must be accountubili[y
where there was corruption, and
opportunity where there was an
exile of dreams.

It must be a homeland where
staying is not an act of sacrifice.

It must ].'JI"_‘ d homeland \Vl‘lt‘l’t‘ Eht‘
Ct‘d:ll’.‘; are no 10nger Symhols OF
SLlI"Vi\’le 3.101](‘.‘, bUE OF gI‘O'\VE]’l once
more.

We hupe to restore the glor}f of our
homeland, so that it does not
become a bactlefield for whoever
wishes. Lebanon has survived
because its peop]e are stronger than
the systems above them. Bur people
should nort have ro be stronger than
their state forever.

The question “what’s next?” remains
a cry chat Zrows louder with each
heartbear of a nation's you{h. A
\outh smnding at the ed;:,t‘ of
LL}“JP%(‘.‘ desper 1[6]\ lonbmé_ to
know what awaics l')(f\()ﬂ(.‘l walls of
bartle and fear, while irs furure
remains in the hand of the vile and
cowardl y.

The ceasefire may have silenced che
frontlines.

Now Lebanon must confronc the
barttles it has long postponed.



TEACHER OF
THE MONTH

Math teacher Mr. Maroun El
Khoury has been nominated as
teacher of the monch for April.
Mr. Maroun is a math teacher at
LWIS AiS, and he has helped
countless students navigate and
excel in the field of mathemarics.
He Thas also inspired many
students to improve their lives
beyond academics. These reasons
are wh_\_-‘ the LWIS AiS student
community has voted for him to
win this award.

Whar sets Mr. Maroun apart

from other teachers is his ability
to explain math in a simple way,
no martter the difficuley of the
lesson.  Students  that  had
struggled to understand certain
concepts always find themselves
cxcclling and bridging their gaps
whenever they enter his
classroom. Moreover, Mr. Maroun
is also famous for educating not
only within the
mathematics, but also important
life lessons. He very often cells
students about important virtues
that a person
society, :{1‘guab1y tt‘aching traitcs
that are important than
Thart is Why students
only improve from an
academic standpoint, but they
also improve their daily lives and
habits. Another wonderful skill
that he possesses is his comedic
pcrsona]ity. Mr. Maroun will
often joke with students in his
classroom, forming close bonds
with them in the process. This
makes his class :1tmospherc feel
welcoming and  open, and it
makes students look forward to
his hours.
While voting, students were also
asked what questions they'd like
to  ask the teacher thcy
nominated. These questions range
from hobbies, hidden skills, and
The questions that were
most asked were answered in an
interview with Mr.  Maroun
himself. Quite surprisingly, Mr.
Maroun revealed that before
becoming a teacher, he actuall_\f
dreamed of pursuing a career in
di‘ntistr},-‘.

must possess in

more

math itself.
do not

more.

"A LEBANESE Q

boundaries of

When asked about what makes him

proud. he said chac “I
my work and achievements,
like to see the impact I put on
LWIS Alumni whenever thcy visit.”
Perhaps the most popular question
for the famous]y wise teacher is
what advice he would give to
students. He 1'cp]ied by spcaking
about the importance of discipline
and  critical chinking.  “lt s
important to be disciplined and to
think rather cthan
because after graduacion that is all
that a student is left wich™ he
stated. A
moment that probably all classes
and students have shared wich him

and |

memorize,

famous classroom

is when he first introduces radicals
and exponents. He finds it amusing
and hilarious whenever he asks for
C,\:amp]e “what is radical 10 cqual
to” and a student replies 5"
Obviously, however, the constant
jokes and mockery of these
students are strategies he urilizes
to later allow them to
Finally, he also disclosed that his
favorite students are those who
misbehave and scruggle, because
they hcl) him improve as a person,
and tht‘\' teach him to be pacient
and persistent.

All of‘thesc qualities and moments
are the reasons as to wh_\,’ Mr.
Maroun has won teacher of the
month. His abilit}' to balance class

CXL‘C].

fun and academic success have
made him not 01‘1]\' inu;d'bl\’

\ptcul bur also loved in the LWIS
AiS community. Congr ratulations,
Mr. Maroun, thank you for your
c‘xceptional work .

OVERU
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IF STUDENTS
COULD RUN THE
SCHOOL FOR A
DAY

BY AYA DERSTEPANIAN

What would happen if students were
given the opportunity to take full control
of our campus tor just a h\*’ Not for
purposes, but as a real
chance to rethink how the school works.

entertainment

This may sound unrealisctic; however, the
changcs students would make are ::imp]t:
and ]ng overdue.

One of the first things that would chﬂngr_‘
is our workload. Spccificaﬂy, how rthat
workload is manugcd. [t’s not ncces::ari]y
the dif‘f‘icult}-‘ of assignments that frustrate
students, but how everything seems to pile
up all at once. The rtests, quizzes, and
deadlines overlap often,
pressure. If students were in chargt‘1 there

\\-’l‘lith creates

\NOU.ICI }‘)C more hulancc, gi\’il]g EVCI‘)\_TOHL‘
C11L}Ugll SPHCC f(.)l‘ mHjOl’ l{SSigDmCll[S, \Vhi]E
mﬁking sure [hf_'l't_“S L‘HUUSI‘I
[lC[UZl“}' UHL‘IE_‘[SEQHL‘I tht‘ matcrial .lllﬁt('_‘[ld

time to

L)foShiﬂg l:hrough 1t.

How might we imprave |~ | ms
M - more Shudent
- council =

colloboratve. - spirt weeks

Space

- peer mentonng

Another shift would be the type of work

students are given. When students are
given the chance to showcase their
creativity in projects like STEAM, the
energy complctcly shifts. 1"cop]e actuu]]}-‘
try, not because they have to, but because
ics somcthmg thu! can make on their own.
Instead of repeating the same pattern of
classwork, students would push for more
projects that dc.\‘igning,
presenting, and  of building
Somt:thing L)l‘iginal, making the lr_'arning
feel much more engaging.

involve
course



Students would want their input to be

BY CHAFIC CHEBAT

WE ARE THE FUTURE
Lebanon cannot keep waiting. For years, people have talked about change,
promised change, hoped for change. But nothing changes if nothing changes.

We, the students of Lwis AIS, are part of the generation that will inherit chis
country. The question is simple: what are we going to do with it? We cannot
just watch things happen and hope someone else will fix them. At some

taken scriously. Feedback is collected
often, whether its through a survey or
conversation, but it doesn’t alwa}-’s
turn into zm\'thing noticeable. After a
while, that makes pu)p]t less likely to

open up, because it can lead ro feeling

like their opinions don’t matter or
changt‘ anything. Most students don't

point, we have to deudc that we

care enough to act.

; Taking action starts
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BEYOND EFFORT

BY WENDY SLEIMAN

Daily school pressure begins before entering campus. For a majority of
students, the most daunting mdml is waking up early. Nonetheless, the

molnlnt"\ btﬁ)l(‘ '\(_h()ol arc
This begs the question: is there a way to overcome the

h[IUEE’l(h.

dl

fl.()ITl El]t 01'11

source of students’

pressure from all school—given expectations? Pcrhaps the question is not
how students can adapt to pressure, but whether they can be designed

bt’}-‘Ol‘ld it.

If we start thinking of the student as something that can be dt‘signcd,
then we also have to ask what that d:‘sign is supposcd to optimize. In

this

case,

learning stops being about effort and becomes about

cf‘f‘icicncv An optimizcd student would absorb comp]t‘x ideas quicklv
remember them withour constant repetition, and stay sttadv even
under constant academic pressure. While all scientific inventions are

expensive, the cost of this particular prototype

can afford.

Psychologist A\né,da Duckworth says

counts twice.”

may 1‘)(‘ more than we

“As much as talent counts, effort
5(_1'10015 —= (’.‘hpt(.ldll} ours — m]hSlL}n lh o {mu]a[('_ thc‘

real world such that scudents are c‘ntire]y prcparc‘d for any challenges
they might face. Withour effort, pressure, and expecration, students
lose the very conditions that prepare them for uncertainty. Life is a
force that can’t be engineercd, and it doesn’t reward pcrfc‘ction as much

as it does adaptation.

TED BY CHAFIC-A CHEBAT
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